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was the chief carrier-oil of the French interest; that lie now made it his business to court the sectaries and fanatics, hoping thereby to strengthen the popish interest-that his Highness was so bigoted in that religion that when the Archbishop of Rheims was here, went into our churches and kneeled during the time of divine service the Duke would not be persuaded so much as to come into the door. He said the Duke was unhappy in servants that had not much sense, but that his confessor was a notable man and had great interest with him; but that he as well as his master was against a French war. But his lordship declared himself for it.
May 12. I went to visit the Duke and Duchess of Lauderdale at their fine house at Ham. After dinner the duchess in her chamber entertained me with a long discourse on matters of State. She had been a beautiful woman and the supposed mistress of Oliver Cromwell, and was then a woman of great parts. She and her duke, that was much governed by her, were entirely in my Lord Treasurer's interest. She chiefly complained of the Duke's adhering to Papists and fanatics, and of his putting the King upon the change of lord deputies of Ireland so often to promote the popish interest, and gave me several instances to prove it that I had not heard ; and she gave me also the whole scheme of the state of Scotland at that clay, which, her husband being Lord Commissioner, she had good reason to understand. But the Scots, being a mercenary people, when the Duke was sent afterwards into that kingdom, whatever was there before was then changed into another thing.
The day after I went and asked Mr. Secretary Williamson if there was any entry made in his office concerning the begging of my estate. He told me he durst only own it, to me in private, but it was true that upon some rumour of a forfeiture of it by some act of mine, Mr. Felton, of the bed-chamber, younger brother to him that had married